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State motor vehicle registrations 

 State reported on form FHWA-561 

 Number of vehicles registered for highway use by 
vehicle type: 

 Automobiles 

 Buses 

 Trucks 

 Motorcycles 

 Tabulated and published in Highway Statistics  
MV tables 
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Reporting vehicle registrations 

 Transactions vs. snapshot (active registrations) 

 Multi-year registrations 

 Reporting month (fiscal year, calendar year) 
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Submittal process 

Submit Review Publish 
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Reporting issues 

 Omitting active registrations  

 Inconsistent vehicle definitions. States define 
types of vehicles differently. For example, some 
states register light trucks by weight rather than 
by type. 

 Interstate transfers and re-registrations are hard 
to track. 

 Multi-year registration cycles. Some states offer 
annual and multi-year registration options. 



A Guide to Reporting Highway Statistics 
fhwa.dot.gov/policy/ohpi/hss/guide.htm 
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